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Music development plan summary:   East SILC Leeds  

Overview  

Detail  Information  

Academic year that this summary covers  202 6 -  2027  

Date this summary was published  September 2026  

Date this summary will be reviewed  September 2027  

Name of the school music lead  Niamh Stubbs  

Name of school leadership team member with 

responsibility for music (if different)  

Louise Quinn  

Name of local music hub  West Yorkshire Music Hub  

(previously Artforms Leeds)  

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co -curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and  

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support 

our pupils’ music education.  

Music intent:  

At the East SILC we believe each individual learner should have every opportunity to 

communicate and express themselves.  Our role as educators is to support and develop 

these processes through a high -quality curriculum, essential experiences and a person -

centred approach.  Music is a universal language which can shape lives.  Music connects 

our learners to people and places and promotes communication and collaborative 

learning. Music encourages learners to express themselves and develop their own interests, 

and to explore the wider world through music from other cultures. Music al learning 

supports pupils in developing their own creativity and independence. In adulthood music 

can enhance access to celebration, community and employment.  



 

2 

Part A: Curriculum music  

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.  

The East SILC includes the following sites:  

• John Jamieson – EYFS  to Post  16 (Engage, Encounter, and Enrich  pathways)  

• Jack Clark – EYFS , Key Stage 1 and 2 (Encounter and Enrich pathways)  

• Roger Cannon – Key Stage 2 and 3  (Encounter, Enrich and Elevate pathways)  

• Temple Moor Partnership – Key Stage 3 and 4  (Enrich and Elevate pathways)  

• The Bridge – Post 16  (Enrich and Elevate pathways)  

• Shine – Post 16  (Enrich pathway)  

• Medical Needs Teaching Service  

 

Curriculum entitlement  

• All pupils  at the East SILC , from key stage one to key stage three , receive one 

timetabled lesson of music per week , for the entirety of the academic year .  

 

Curriculum planning  

• Primary age pupils at Jack Clark , John Jamieson and Roger Cannon  follow a 

topic -based  curriculum for music , as part of the Expressive Arts learning strand.  

• At Jack Clark pupils also follow the ‘Small Steps’ scheme  devised by Artforms, 

now the West Yorkshire Music Hub . For one half term each year this is delivered 

by staff from the music hub who come in to deliver practical sessions.  

• At John Jamieson , a music specialist teacher delivers weekly lessons for most 

learners following the Encounter pathway . C olleagues from the local music hub 

deliver music curriculum lessons for most pupils following the Engage pathway.   

Any  remaining classes  follow East SILC medium term plan ning  devised by the 

specialist  music  teacher. This planning also incorporates elements of the M odel 

Music C urriculum (MMC) . 

• A t Roger Cannon , KS2 and KS3 pupils are taught by a music specialist teacher, 

who delivers the East SILC medium term planning, informed  by the Model Music 

C urriculum (MMC) . 

• At the Temple Moor Partnership  most pupils receive one  lesson of music per 

week delivered by teachers within  the attached mainstream secondary school . 

Model Music Curriculum (publishing.service.gov.uk)  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6061f833d3bf7f5ce1060a90/Model_Music_Curriculum_Full.pdf
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Access to instruments  

• At the East SILC we recognise and value the benefits of singing for developing 

musical skills, as well as enhancing learning opportunities across the curriculum.  

• We include many opportunities for whole class singing and singing together in 

larger groups.  

• Primary age learners have access to a range of untuned and tuned percussion 

instruments . Th ese are  regularly used for exploration in weekly music sessions.  

• Leaners in KS3 have frequent opportunities to  access a range of instruments , 

which include keyboards, ukuleles , acoustic /electric /bass  guitars and drum kits.  

• In addition, t he East SILC has full sets for whole class Samba  and Djembe 

drumming which can be transferred across  sites as and when appropriate.  

 

Working in partnership  

• The East SILC work closely with the local music hub , West Yorkshire Music Hub 

(previously Artforms) .  

• Teac hers regularly attend any relevant music training delivered by the hub . 

• We have visiting teachers from the hub who deliver instrumental tuition and 

whole class  practical music sessions across several of  the East SILC sites . 

• We also work closely with YAMSEN – Yorkshire Association for Music and 

Special Educational Needs. Pupils from various sites attend YAMSEN workshops, 

events, choir rehearsals and concerts outside of school.  

• This academic year, teachers at the John Jamieson site have had access to 

additional and ongoing training delivered by the musical charity ‘Jessie’s Fund.’  

• We work closely with the Leeds Learning Partnership  to access music CPD, 

updates and opportunities.  

• The music specialist teacher attends either the Primary Music Leader s Network 

or the secondary Music Subject Leader Development Meetings  once every term . 

• The East SILC currently has access to the following music platforms to enhance 

learning: Musical Futures  and Sparkyard.  
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Part B: Extra -curricular  music  

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum.  

• At the Roger Cannon site we have a visiting drum teacher , from the West 

Yorkshire Music Partnership, who delivers individual lessons to pupils.  

• Pupils at the Temple Moor Partnership can access instrumental  lessons through 

the peripatetic tuto rs attached to the main stream secondary  school.  

• At several of our sites  Speech and Language Therapists or assistants run 

Makaton choirs, which rehearse weekly.  

• At the Roger Cannon site we have an additional choir which rehearses weekly . 

• At the John Jamieson site a vocal specialist delivers a weekly singing assembly.  

• We circulate information about additional music  opportunities around the city to 

parents/carers, such as Saturday music centres.  

Part C: Musical experiences  

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.  

• At Jack Clark and John Jamieson pupils regular ly access  singing assemblies . 

• The John Jamieson site hosts a n annual  Christmas production which gives all 

pupils the opportunity to perform . 

• Pupils attending our partnership provision at Temple Moor can  perform in shows 

and productions hosted by the mainstream secondary school . 

• At the Roger Cannon site there is a Christmas concert, arts skills showcase and 

summer fayre  every year , all of which provide opportunities for pupils to perform . 

• There are also additional talent shows  and music for charity events.  

• The John Jamieson and Roger Cannon sites regularly access professional 

ensembles who come in and perform to our pupils, e.g.  ‘Live Music Now .’ 

• Cohorts of pupils across the sites attend events hosted by Yorkshire Association 

for Music and Special Educational Needs (YAMSEN).  These include half day 

singalongs  and full day workshops.  

• We also participate in the ‘One Accord’ choir through YAMSEN. Leaners attend 

external rehearsals and perform at  concert s alongside pupils from other special 

schools in Leeds  during the autumn and summer terms.  
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• The Roger Cannon site has also worked with Leeds Lieder. Professional Opera 

singers deliver workshops in school. Pupils then perform poetry and Art Song at 

a concert, alongside  pupils from other secondary schools in the Leeds area.  

• Pupils from  the SILC also attend events such as concerts and theatre shows . 

In the future  

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.  

• Ensure consistency across all East SILC sites by providing equitable access to 

musical instruments for curriculum music lessons.  

• Increase access to tuned instruments from Key Stage 2 onwards, supported by 

improved resources and professional development for music staff.  

• Ensure all pupils experience at least one live performance by professional 

musicians each academic year.  

• Provide opportunities for pupils at every site to perform musically at least once 

per term.  

• Establish vocal and instrumental ensembles at each site, drawing on the 

expertise of staff across the organisation.  

• Expand extra -curricular music provision by developing breaktime and lunchtime 

clubs where pupils can practise and develop their musical skills.  

• From 2027 -2028, explore the introduction of individual and small -group vocal 

and instrumental tuition, utilising staff expertise to offer lessons in areas such as 

voice, piano, guitar and drums.  

Further information (optional)  

Please follow  link to the Department for Education guide for parents and young people  

on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to 

for support beyond the school.  

 

L ocal music hub partner  website : 

Artforms Leeds – Arts and Music Education Service Leeds -   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://artformsleeds.co.uk/

