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Message from the Executive Principal  

As another fantastic year draws to a close, we 

hope you enjoy reading this edition of our 

newsletter and celebrating the many 

achievements, successes and memorable 

experiences our learners have enjoyed across 

the school. It has been a year full of growth, 

friendship, resilience and achievement, and we 

are incredibly proud of all that our learners 

have accomplished.  

We are also delighted to be able to share our 

recent Ofsted report , which recognises the 

strength of our provision, the positive 

experiences of our learners, and the dedication 

of our staff team. We are thrilled that the hard 

work, commitment and care shown by 

colleagues every day has been recognised, and 

we hope that our parents and carers feel 

equally proud of this achievement.  

As a school community, we were deeply 

saddened by the recent passing of Daniella 

Jere , who was a much -loved learner at East 

SILC for many years. Daniella touched the lives 

of many staff and learners and will be 

remembered with great fondness. Our thoughts, 

love and heartfelt condolences are with 

Daniella Ωs family and friends during this very 

difficult time.  

Thank you for your continued support 

throughout the year. Together, we make East 

SILC such a special community. We wish you 

and your families a safe, happy and restful 

summer break.  

Message from the Head of School  

ItΩs always amazing to see the wonderful work our 

learners engage in over a term, and this term is no 

exception - it has been incredibly busy and so much 

has been achieved, as we can see from this               

newsletter. We also had a fantastic music festival 

and our first ever dance festival, alongside a 16+ day 

trip to London. A huge thank you to all the learners 

who participated in all the activity in this newsletter.   

 

In other news, we can confirm that our new Shine 

provision for 16+ now has 24 confirmed Enrich           

learners ready for a September start with building 

work just started in readiness for the new academic 

year. Janet Vinci will be the site lead teacher from 

September.  Lucy Lewis, the Ash class teacher has 

had a baby girl, Maya Rose, on 18th  June. Both mum 

and baby are faring well.   

 

We also want to inform you that Jacquie, who has 

been our lead nurse for many years is retiring at the 

end of this academic year. We want to thank Jacquie 

for all the hard work she has done as part of our 

community and wish her well for the future. Marie 

will be the new lead nurse, who has been with us 

over the past month but will be fully part of the team 

from September.  As ever, we want to thank you, the 

families, parents and carers who help to make our 

school the united community that we value so highly.  

 

We hope you have a fantastic Summer break      

whatever you may be doing Ю  
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Sunflowers  have had a wonderful year this year. We 

have really enjoyed topics 'All About Me', 'Out of this 

World', 'Let's Go Shopping' , 'In the Garden', 'Once Upon 

a t ime', and 'Under the Sea'. We have been exploring 

our specialist provision designed around these themes 

and the fun learning opportunities they have provided 

for us  in class. We have also really enjoyed our 

swimming and Friday trips to the park this year, working 

on both our PE and our independence in and around the 

community.  In Sunflowers  we have built our learning 

around our engaging sensory curriculum, and the 

progress we have made in subject learning, 

communication and PSHE targets has been amazing this 

year, with lots of world building and fun imaginative 

play with our friends. We have also enjoyed meeting 

some new members of staff to   and have all been 

fantastic with how we have welcomed them in over the 

course of the year. We have also enjoyed regular visits 

from music therapy and even recently  enjoyed the 

specialist visit from some very exciting birds of 

prey!   Recently we have enjoyed transition visits too and 

look forward to meeting new friends and  continuing our 

fantastic progress next year.   

 

 
 

 

 
This term, Bluebells have enjoyed exploring our Under 

the Sea  topic and also most of the sunny weather. In 

Art, we have created a range of aquatic scenes and 

creatures using foil, bubble wrap, bubbles, paper plates, 

sand and shaving foam. Our Food Technology sessions 

have been just as inventive, with learners keeping cool 

by making refreshing ice lollies and baking delicious 

starfish biscuits. We have also enjoyed taking part in 

Sports Day  and Outdoor Learning 

Day, which have given everyone 

plenty of opportunities to learn and 

play outside, and show off the skills 

they have been practising in MATP 

P.E. all year. It has been wonderful to 

see the enthusiasm and hard work 

shown by everyone in Bluebells this 

year. Every learner has contributed to 

a happy and vibrant class community, and they should 

 

 

 
 

 

This half term, Buttercups Class has been very busy 

enjoying and exploring the world of pirates,   

searching for hidden treasures, and taking part in 

lots of exciting pirate -themed activities.  One of our 

favourite experiences was cooking delicious pirate 

food. The learners especially enjoyed making   

strawberry ice cream, which we proudly prepared 

and shared at the Summer  Fair. It was a fantastic 

opportunity for everyone to develop their              

independence, communication, and cooking skills 

while having lots of fun. We have also been working 

hard to improve our  motor skills  by practising for 

the MATP Special Olympics Programme. Through a 

variety of physical activities and exercises, the 

learners have shown great determination and     

enthusiasm as they prepare to be in the best shape 

possible. Outdoor learning has continued to be a 

highlight of our days. We enjoyed exploring           

different materials, investigating the natural          

environment, and developing our curiosity through 

hands -on experiences. The learners have also taken 

part in a range of social activities, including a       

sensory theatre session, which encouraged          

communication  and engagement through                       

interactive storytelling and sensory experiences.   

 

 

 

Pathway 1  

Sunflowers  

Buttercups  

Bluebells  
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Snowdrops  have had a lot of fun in the shade 

this half -term.  Despite some overwhelming    

temperatures we really enjoyed our Outdoor day 

time in shade with time in the Physcap                    

playground,  an outdoor music session,  a tug of 

war and some parachute games being the            

highlight of the fun.   This term we also had the 

great pleasure of welcoming bird of prey 

demonstration into school.  The learners were 

fascinated by the visit of the Birds of Prey with 

all of them showing clear interest and awe at 

the beautiful collection of birds.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  Orchids  learners had a fantastic time taking 

part in the East SILC Dance Festival. Dressed in 

vibrant African -patterned kaftans, they                  

performed an energetic and engaging dance 

to  Kingdom of Eswatini . As part of their               

performance, the learners used Boomwhackers 

to create colourful rhythms and exciting sounds, 

adding a fun musical element to their routine. 

They performed with confidence, enthusiasm, 

and excellent teamwork, making us all incredibly 

proud.  Well done to all of our  Orchids  learners 

for representing our school so brilliantly and 

making the festival such a memorable                        

experience!  

 

 

 

Snowdrops and Orchids come together every week for a 

joint PE session. The learners are always fully engaged 

and have great fun exploring a variety of activities. From 

exciting parachute games to    throwing, catching, 

bouncing, and rolling balls, there is something for                    

everyone to enjoy. A firm favourite is the racing section, 

where two learners compete side by side, cheered on by 

the lively music of  William Tell Overture . The energetic 

soundtrack adds to the excitement, creating lots of 

smiles, laughter, and enthusiastic participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snowdrops  

Pathway 1  

Orchids  

Snowdrops & Orchids  
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This summer term  Squirrel s have enjoyed exploring the 

topics 'holidays' and 'transport' we have enjoyed using 

different sensory materials, props and stories to fully 

immerse us into the topics! A big highlight for  squirrel s 

this term has been our food tech sessions where we 

have been working to independently make different 

foods and chop fruit and vegetables. It has been fun 

and busy term to end the year full of curiosity, creativity 

and progress!  

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs have had a busy term.  We enjoyed work 

box activities with some characters from Toy Story and 

we created colourful art work to sell at the Summer fair. 

In music lessons we have played  guitars, ukuleles and 

drums and all joined in moving to songs whilst 

stretching and passing around the big elastic.  Our 

attention sessions have been great fun this year and 

we especially liked exploring cause and effect light up 

toys in stage 4.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
This term, Badgers Class have been busy exploring the 

exciting topic of transport. In literacy, our learners have 

thoroughly enjoyed our sensory story based on ΨOi! Get 

off our train! Ω engaging with the story through a range 

of interactive and sensory experiences. We have also 

been discovering how different types of transport move 

through creative mark -making activities and fun water 

exploration τperfect for helping everyone stay cool 

during the hot weather!  Communication has continued 

to flourish as learners have been practising lots of 

Makaton signs, including different modes of transport, 

the weather, and ways to keep cool. Of course, one of 

the favourite signs had to be ice cream,  which was 

made even better by having one to cool down 

during the heatwave! Well done Badgers.  

Pathway 2  
 

 
Owl's class have excelled in their maths learning 

throughout the year.  We spent time looking at data 

handling and sorting objects & characters into "is" 

and "is not" categories including: colours;              

appearance; size and shape.  The class loved                

completing these activities and enjoyed switching 

what they were doing each lesson.  We even used 

tweezers  to grab items to help support our fine              

motor skills!  During the topic of "time," learners 

practiced inputting numbers onto a clock and telling 

the time to the hour and we have continued to                     

implement this throughout the school year.   

 

 

A very busy and hot half term. Nightingales have 

been really working on PfA during this half term, we 

have been learning how to navigate conversations 

and talk about our likes and dislikes in a social     

situation. We have also been completing                         

independent jobs around which has been wonderful 

to see! Luckily due to the weather and some free 

slots in Phys cap, Nightingales have been able to 

enjoy all the outdoor facilities we have over there.  In 

our PE sessions we have been doing a combination 

of Gaelic Football and Lacrosse, this has been               

enjoyable and we've enjoyed getting outside when 

we can. We have also been luckily enough to be   

going swimming this half term which all the learners 

have enjoyed, its so nice to see the joy in there faces 

on a Wednesday morning. To finish the year we are 

going to Tropical World on the 10th July for our end 

of year trip.   Its been an absolute pleasure having 

your wonderful children in my class this year!    

Squirrels  

Hedgehogs  

Badgers  

Owls  

Nightingales  
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This term, the Woodpeckers have worked hard on 

their engagement and have been accessing up to 

stage 2 during Shared Attention sessions as a group. 

They have made so much progress both individually 

and as a whole group, working together and           

developing some beautiful friendships! They have 

also enjoyed lots of outdoor learning and                 

exploration, developing outdoor spaces to make 

them more appropriate for regulation as well as 

making fabulous progress during their swimming   

sessions! Well done Woodpeckers you have all made 

us so so proud.   

 

 

This term Hawks have taken part in an art project, 

run by the Leeds Museum Art gallery, Carl and Bee 

provided excellent opportunities for learners to      

create their own pieces art from a range of different 

resources.   We have made the most of the lovely 

weather and enjoyed outdoor learning in the redzone 

and Physcap playground. Learners have enjoyed 

cooking a range of different dishes and are              

becoming more and more independent.  In Hawks we 

have 2 learners who are leaving us for pastures new, 

Meriem and Rebecca, they have been an absolute 

pleasure to teach over the years, we are so sad to 

lose them both but we wish them all the best for the 

future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, our Post -16 SEND class has had a                

fantastic time learning through a range of fun and 

engaging activities. In sensory cooking, we                    

focussed on developing the skill of dipping 

while  making treats such as chocolate watermelon 

sticks and healthy salad dippers. In Maths, we      

explored the concepts of  up and down  through       

Attention Autism bucket sessions and sensory 

trays. Our English lessons brought the story  Oi, Get 

Off My Train!  to life through sensory  storytelling, 

helping us to develop our recall skills as we            

revisited characters and elements of the story. We 

have also enjoyed our enterprise project, creating 

items to sell at the Summer Fair, and loved joining 

the other focus days, where we built friendships, 

confidence and enjoyed learning outside together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathway 2  

Woodpeckers  

Hawks  

Foxes  
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This term,  Willow  have really enjoyed our swimming 

lessons, and we have all gotten more confident in the 

water! We have also enjoyed accessing the 

community on our trips and weekly local walks. We 

have even planted our own sunflowers in class and 

now they have grown taller, we have planted them in 

the employment village!  

 

 

 

This term, Ash class have enjoyed making crispy buns, 

fruit smoothies and fruit salads to keep cool in the 

heat. We made cards for Lucy to congratulate her on 

having a baby and telling her that we miss her. Ash 

class have completed lots of arts and crafts, making 

bunting for the fair, some colourful fish and some 

lovely beaches. We like expressing ourselves! 

Friendship group is another important part of our 

week, we want to be good friends to one another 

and we play fun games. Looking after the garden 

and learning about how to weed has helped us get 

outside and enjoy nature. The best thing we did was 

seeing the birds of prey, especially the little owl 

which hopped all over the hall!  John Jamieson 

welcomed some very special birds of prey into school 

on Monday! We met a falcon, a barn owl and a little 

burrowing owl which hopped from chair to chair 

keeping learners entertained! What a hoot . 

 

 

Pathway 3  
 

 
Pine Class have had a fantastic and memorable 

summer term, filled with exciting experiences and 

engaging learning opportunities. We enjoyed             

several wonderful trips, including surface pattern 

printing at Harewood House, a hands -on pizza   

making session at Pizza Express, and performing at 

the lively dance festival. Our learning topics have 

been equally inspiring τduring our Holidays topic, we 

explored stories such as  Clean Up! , while in the      

second half term, our Transport topic saw us           

enjoying the classic song  Yellow Submarine  by The 

Beatles. In mathematics, we have focused on           

position, developing our understanding through 

practical activities, and in science, we have           

thoroughly enjoyed learning about seasonal      

changes and forces. In PE, we have also been          

developing our skills through Lacrosse, which        

everyone has really enjoyed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Maple Class have had a lovely Summer term this 

year, enjoying trips to see cricket matches, to build 

bug houses and to explore the wilderness with       

wilderness crafts. We have enjoyed preparing for the 

summer fair with lots of crafts and planning              

activities, as well as for the dance festival where 

many of us are performing.  Maple Class have also 

had a regular visitor from Mott MacDonald teaching 

us about STEM and the world of engineering, where 

we have done fun STEM activities like building      

bridges, designing eco -friendly buildings and even 

making our own bricks!  We have also worked hard in 

all our subject lessons, learning about forces around 

us, how to use maps and describe directions and  

enjoying   reading about transport and                     

understanding the meanings of lyrics.  

 

 

Willow  

Ash  

Pine  

Maple  


